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To register contact the Justice and International Mission Unit

Centre for Theology & Ministry
1 Morrison Close, Parkville
M e l w a y s  Re f .  M a p  2 B,D 4

27 June 2009
09.30 am - 04.30 pm

Justice and International
Mission Unit Convention 2009

THE COST OF 
COMPASSION

Introduction,
 acknowledgement and 

opening worship

Theological reflection on
Suffering and Social Justice

Dr Daniel Smith Christopher 

MORNING TEA

Panel Discussion 
(What we can do to assist 
those who have taken up 

their cause of social justice) 

LUNCH

Workshops

Discussion on possible 
recommendations for the 
2010 Synod and the work 

areas of the Justice and 
International Mission Unit

  

Wrap up and 
closing worship

09:50 AM

10:30 AM

11:00 AM

12:30 PM

01:30 PM

03:00 PM

04:15 PM

09:30 AM

Name:

Address

Suburb:			   PCode

Phone AH:

Phone BH:

Email:

Congregation / faith Community / other:

Dietary Requirements:

Personal Details

REGISTRATION FORM

Payment Details (please tick box) 

$25 Metro Participants 

$15 Concession or non Metro Participants 

I have enclosed a cheque for $_______

(cheques payable to the Uniting Church in Australia)

or

 Please debit $			   from my

	 Mastercard		  Visa

Cardholders Name

Card Number  

 _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 
  
Expiry Date ___/____

Signature

Commission for Mission

justice & international mission

 

	

Panelists:

- Deborah Storie, formerly a TEAR Australia field 
worker in Afghanistan

- Simon Moyle, Ordained Baptist minister and 
peace activist working with the inspiral faith 
community in the inner north of Melbourne 

- Denise Cauchi, who acted as accompaniment for a 
human rights activist in Colombia



THE COST OF 
COMPASSION

Dr DANIEL SMITH 
- CHRISTOPHER

workshop

The pursuit of Gospel inspired social 
justice can come at a heavy cost to those 
involved. Alternatively it mean we have 
to be willing to give up part of what 
might be a comfortable lifestyle. It might 
mean ridicule and scorn for taking up 
an unpopular cause, such as advocating 
for prison reform, the rights of asylum 
seekers or for fair treatment of unpopular 
religious minorities.

The Convention will consider how we can 
actively support those involved in ‘taking 
up their cross’ for Gospel based social 
justice and what cost we might have to 
take up ourselves in the pursuit of the 
coming kingdom of God.

The Convention will seek input 
from participants on Synod 
recommendations for the 2010 Synod 
and the work areas of the Justice and 
International Mission Unit.

Dr Daniel Smith-Christopher is professor 
of theological studies and director of peace 
studies at Loyola Marymount University.  
Prof. Smith-Christopher received his B.A. 
from George Fox College; his M.Div. from 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary, 
and his doctorate at Oxford University in 
England in Old Testament Studies.  An active 
member of the Society of Friends (Quakers), 
he served for two years in volunteer peace 
research in Israel/Palestine from 1986 to 
1988, and maintains 
an active interest 
in peace issues, 
particularly the 
Middle East.  Prof. 
Smith-Christopher 
has particular 
interests in how 
cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds 
influence 
the reading 
andinterpretation of 
Biblical texts.  

Return Forms to:

Justice and International Mission Unit

130 Little Collins Street
Melbourne 3000

Fax: 03 9251 5241

Please list your top three workshop options from  
the list below using the number of the workshop. 

1. Using Religion for Political Ends
Christians being targeted by Hindu nationalist 
extremists in North India.

2. Paying to Protect the Planet 
Should the coal companies or householders be 
paying to stop climate change? What can we do 
now the 5% reduction target has been set? Who 
will pay under the emissions trading scheme?

3. Caught in the Crossfire 
The price Christians have been willing to pay 
in seeking peace and justice in the 
Israel-Palestine conflict.

4. The unpopular cause in our midst 
The challenge of prison reform.

5. The Cost of Challenging Callous Capitalism 
The cost paid by those around the globe who have 
challenged multinational giant Nestlé. 

6. Paying the Ultimate Price 
The cost to Christians seeking social justice in the 
Philippines.

7. Overcoming Apathy 
Promoting the cause of fair trade products 
in a society that largely “knows the price of 
everything and the value of nothing.”

8. When the Game is Rigged 
The struggle of low income people with dodgy 
home loans from the Victorian Government. 

9. Breaking Ranks on Unholy Hardware 
Communities often seek to cover up for their 
own. This workshop will explore how we 
tackle the likely use of slave-like labour in the 
production of goods sold in Christian specialty 
stores, such 

Workshop Options

1st              2nd              3rd


