
This is a story of a wealthy man and his 
son who loved to collect rare works of 
art. In the collection were masters from 
around the world.

Making a long story short, the son was 
called up for duty in Vietnam, where he 
died saving the life of a fellow soldier. 
This soldier later knocked on the mate’s 
father’s door and handed him a picture 
he had painted of the wealthy man’s son. 
This picture of the deceased son was 
the pride and joy in the whole gallery of 
paintings.

Later the father also died and later still 
a great auction of all the paintings was 
arranged. Influential people flocked to 
the auction and were firstly shown the 
portrait of the late son.

“Who will bid for the picture of the son?” 
the auctioneer asked. Deathly silence. 
“We want to see the famous paintings. 
Skip this one,” said a voice from the 
back of the hall.

It was a long time before a voice came, 
being from the long-time gardener of 
the man and his son. The bid was $10. 
No one else spoke. “Sold for $10,” called 
the auctioneer and then he closed 
down the auction.

Amid uproar, it was stated that whoever 
bought the painting of the son would 
inherit the entire estate, including the 
paintings.

“The gardener who took the son’s 
portrait gets everything.”

By Geoff Serpell

WHO WANTS TO  
BE A MILLIONAIRE?

Reflection:

God gave His son over 2000 years ago to die on the cross. Much like the auctioneer, His 
message today is: “The Son, the Son, who’ll take the Son?” Because you see. Whoever 
takes the Son gets everything. For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, who so ever believeth, shall have eternal life. That is love.

www.victas.uca.org.au/resources l Photo by Eugene Angoluk l November 2021

  
 

Speak to your solicitor or 
financial advisor, or visit the 
Synod’s website:

GIFTS AND 
DONATIONS

Gifts, major donations & 
trusts – help the work of the 
Church today

Gifts can take many forms, including cash, shares, real or 
things such as valuable paintings. Some people choose to 
establish a trust which commences during their lifetime, 
others choose to establish a testamentary gift (bequest) in 
their will, others as a memorial to a loved one.


