
  
 

Speak to your solicitor or 
financial advisor, or visit the 
Synod’s website:

GIFTS AND 
DONATIONS

Gifts, major donations & 
trusts – help the work of the 
Church today

Gifts can take many forms, including cash, shares, real or 
things such as valuable paintings. Some people choose to 
establish a trust which commences during their lifetime, 
others choose to establish a testamentary gift (bequest) in 
their will, others as a memorial to a loved one.

In the corner of our backyard against 
the fence which bordered the local state 
school we had a chook house.

Every morning my brother and I fed the 
chooks and searched for eggs.

One day a lovely chicken was missing 
and we searched high and low.

Maybe it had somehow got into the 
schoolyard and was stolen by the kids 
or eaten by a fox which lurked there at 
night.

We were sad to lose one of that special 
family, really friends.

Sundays were important to our family. 
We went to church and came home to 
a roast dinner, prepared by mum, which 
was waiting in the oven.

This particular Sunday a scrumptious 
roast was served up. This time on the 
menu appeared roast chicken.

I looked at it, so inviting, but my appetite 
failed and I could not face eating that.

No one said anything but we knew 
where it came from.

The Bible tells us God made all 
creatures great and small to live in the 
garden, and food was to be the gift and 
sacrifice for man’s nourishment.

But I asked myself what about creatures 
which are so special to us as friends and 
companions on the way? 

I like to believe in another heaven where 
all live in peace after their work on earth 
is done.

The most telling example of God’s 
priceless value of his creatures is in the 
image of a tiny lamb applied to the life 
and work of Jesus on earth.

Did not he say: “Behold the lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world.”

By Bill Pugh

Our all-inclusive heaven
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Reflection:

We should never take lightly what energy produces the food on our tables each day, and 
the sacrificial lamb of the Lord’s Supper is his offering for each of us.
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