A PLEASANT

SUNDAY AFTERNOON

By Bill Pugh

We were on pulpit exchange inarural
parish.

There was amorning service at 10am
and an afternoon one at 2pm.

This time was set by the cows waiting to
be milked, late in the day.

At the beginning of the service we were
singing a hymn of praise.

llooked out the window and along the
bush road came two young ladies on
horseback for an afternoonride.

Then, to my amazement, they tied their

horses to the fence, and came into church.

It was areason for me to sing louder.

Of course, atypical country afternoon
teafollowed and | had the pleasure of
meeting them.

Then they continued their ride along the
bush track.

How different to some Sundays for a
family.

Parents flat out all the week;, too tired for
church, with washing to be done, sports
practice for junior teams, and sooniit
goes.

What has happened to the biblical
teaching on the purpose of the Lord's
Day, a day for rest and worship?

It's soimportant for our spiritual and
physical wellbeing.

And when we meet with our Lordand
his people for worship, there is peace,
blessing and renewal. The poet put it
thus: ‘O Sabbath rest by Galilee, O calm
of hills above. Where Jesus knelt to
share with thee, the silence of eternity.
Interpreted by love'.
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Gifts, major donations &

GIFTS AND trusts - help the work of the
DO NATI ONS Churchtoday

Gifts can take many forms, including cash, shares, real or

<9,
Want to

know more?

Speak to your solicitor or
financial advisor, or visit the
Synod’s website:

things such as valuable paintings. Some people choose to
establish a trust which commences during their lifetime,
others choose to establish a testamentary gift (bequest) in
their will, others as a memorial to a loved one.
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