PAUPER'S

FUNERAL

By Bill Pugh

| was asked by alocal undertaker to
take a pauper’s funeral.

Pauper, what a sad name.

We were in a separate room for the
service, my friend the undertaker
andthe manlyingin peaceinthe
open coffin.

Who was he? Nothing was known
about him. No trace of friends or
relatives to support and be with him.

Why had he fallen on hard times?

No one to care. | felt for him. All|
could do was tolook at him at peace
and imagine his life, good times and
not so good.

Yet heis a child of God.

I had the strength of the gospel
message to proclaim and the helpful
liturgy of the funeral service toread.

Three of us were there at the
service, yet | felt we were not alone.

| am with you always, said our Lord,
andheis.

As | finished and said goodbye to
my unknown friend, limagined the
next step.

Aflight of angels swooping down to
take his soul to the heavenly home,
where our lord dwells and many
friends are there, waiting to greet
him and make him welcome.

No paupers. All are rich beyond
measure. Suchis our faith.
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GIFTSAND

things such as valuable paintings. Some people choose to
establish a trust which commences during their lifetime,
others choose to establish a testamentary gift (bequest) in
their will, others as a memorial to a loved one.

Gifts, major donations & '
N/

trusts - help the work of the
DO NATI ONS Churchtoday

Gifts can take many forms, including cash, shares, real or

Want to
know more?

Speak to your solicitor or
financial advisor, or visit the
Synod’s website:

www.victas.uca.org.au
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