
Throughout Victoria’s Otway Ranges 
almost perfect spheres of rock 
known as ‘cannonball concretions’ 
can be found along most of its 
shorelines.  They are formed 
when groundwater rich in calcite 
concentrates around an object 
such as a shell or twig buried within 
sandstone.  The calcite fills tiny 
gaps in the sandstone and gradually 
grows outwards, so forming a 
pearl-like ball of harder rock.  
Weathering of the softer sandstone 
then exposes these ‘cannonballs’.  

The process doesn’t necessarily 
take eons: similar concretions 
have been found in the UK formed 
around shrapnel from both World 
Wars.  Faith is often like this.  From 
a small kernel or seed, a possibly 
insignificant beginning, it gradually 
grows and strengthens.  Take a look 
around your congregation.  Although 
many may be ‘weathered’, how 
many strong ‘cannonballs of faith’ 
can you see and appreciate?  How 
many of them can name the ‘seed’ 
around which each has grown?
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Want to  
know more? 
Speak to your solicitor or 
financial advisor, or visit 
the Synod’s website:
www.victas.uca.org.au

GIFTS AND 
DONATIONS

Gifts, major donations & 
trusts – help the work of the 
Church today

Gifts can take many forms, including cash, shares, 
real or things such as valuable paintings. Some 
people choose to establish a trust which commences 
during their lifetime, others choose to establish a 
testamentary gift (bequest) in their will, others as a 
memorial to a loved one.

Reflection:

[Jesus] said to them, “...  For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

Matthew 17: 20 (ESV) 
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