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People of the Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches have united. A new church has been born.

We, who are members of the first Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia address the people of Australia in 
this historic moment. The path to unity has been long and at times difficult, but we believe this unity is a sign of 
the reconciliation we seek for the whole human race. 

We acknowledge with gratitude that the churches from which we have come have contributed in various 
ways to the life and development of this nation. A Christian responsibility to society has always been regarded 
as fundamental to the mission of the Church. In the Uniting Church our response to the Christian gospel will 
continue to involve us in social and national affairs. 

We are conscious of our responsibilities within and beyond this country. We particularly acknowledge our 
responsibilities as one branch of the Christian church within the region of South-East Asia and the Pacific. In 
these contexts we make certain affirmations at the time of our inauguration. 

We affirm our eagerness to uphold basic Christian values and principles, such as the importance of every 
human being, the need for integrity in public life, the proclamation of truth and justice, the rights for each citizen 
to participate in decision-making in the community, religious liberty and personal dignity, and a concern for the 
welfare of the whole human race. 

We pledge ourselves to seek the correction of injustices wherever they occur. We will work for the eradication 
of poverty and racism within our society and beyond. We affirm the rights of all people to equal educational 
opportunities, adequate health care, freedom of speech, employment or dignity in unemployment if work is not 
available. We will oppose all forms of discrimination which infringe basic rights and freedoms. 

We will challenge values which emphasise acquisitiveness and greed in disregard of the needs of others and 
which encourage a higher standard of living for the privileged in the face of the daily widening gap between the 
rich and poor. 

We are concerned with the basic human rights of future generations and will urge the wise use of energy, the 
protection of the environment and the replenishment of the earth’s resources for their use and enjoyment. 

Finally we affirm that the first allegiance of Christians is God, under whose judgment the policies and actions of 
all nations must pass. We realise that sometimes this allegiance may bring us into conflict with the rulers of our 
day. 

But our Uniting Church, as an institution within the nation, must constantly stress the universal values which 
must find expression in national policies if humanity is to survive. 

We pledge ourselves to hope and work for a nation whose goals are not guided by self-interest alone, but by 
concern for the welfare of all persons everywhere — the family of the One God — the God made known in 
Jesus of Nazareth the One who gave His life for others. 

In the spirit of His self-giving love we seek to go forward.


